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growths from the artisan's shop : carriage builders, and
(nowadays), motor repairers, and cycle works. There
is only one place where something larger has grown
from this. At Wexford Messrs. Pearse employ a large
number of hands in the production of agricultural
machinery, which sells not only throughout Ireland,
but on the Continent.
Dublin had a good many of the more highly skilled
crafts, such as gunsmiths, saddlemakers, and carriage
builders of the better type. Nearly all this has dis-
appeared with the general weakening of Irish industrial
life. Only one luxury trade survives, the beautiful
poplin making in which Dublin stillkeepsits ascendancy.
•A very large biscuit factory, that of Messrs. Jacobs,
is one of the chief sources of employment in the Irish
capital: but its work, like that of the tobacco factories,
is of a nature that does not make large demands on
the worker's skill or intelligence and consequently
can never offer more than a bare living wage. ^
It is in truth only in the six northern counties that
we find high-power development of modern industry,
and that principally in the Belfast area. The staple
trade is linen, and this links up the life of the province,
for flax-growing is still an important element in
northern agriculture* Ulster grows about one-fifth of
the flax used in her linen trade ; there is practically
none of this crop outside the province.
The history of the linen industry is curious and
significant. From the earliest times of which there is
any record or tradition Ireland grew flax, and spun
thread and wove linen, for Irish use. But it also grew,
spun, and wove wool: and when manufacture for
export began, it was her woollen fabrics that were
demanded on the Continent. From the opening of the
seventeenth century onward, England was in full control
of the whole island and saw with dislike the growth of
competition to what was then her own chief Industry,
the woollen trade. StrafEord, anxious to get revenue
out of a country which was not then profitable to the

